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SAM VAN AKENASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, SCHOOL OF ART
SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY

Sam Van Aken is a contemporary artist who works beyond traditional modes of art 
making, crossing artistic genres and disciplines to develop new perspectives on such 
themes as communication, botany, agriculture, climatology, and the ever-increasing 
impact of technology. Employing “anti-structures and unknowing as generative pro-
cesses”, Van Aken’s interventions in the natural and public realm are seen as meta-
phors that serve as the basis of narrative, sites of place making, and in some cases 
even become the basis of scientific research. Sam Van Aken lives and works in Syra-
cuse New York, where he is currently an Associate Professor and the Graduate Pro-
gram Coordinator for the School of Art at Syracuse University. Van Aken’s work is rep-
resented by Ronald Feldman Fine Arts. 
 

 

Michael S. Tick joined Syracuse University in June 2016 after serving 
six years as dean of the College of Fine Arts at the University of Ken-
tucky (UK). He was chair of the Department of Theatre at Louisiana 
State University (LSU) from 1999-2010, where he also served as ar-
tistic director of Swine Palace, Louisiana’s premiere professional 
theater company.

REBECCA RUIGE XU ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSMEDIA
SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY

Rebecca Ruige Xu currently teaches computer art as an Associate Professor in College 
of Visual and Performing Arts at Syracuse University. Her artwork and research inter-
ests include artistic data visualization, visual music, experimental animation, interac-
tive installations, digital performance and virtual reality. Xu serves on the Media Arts 
Advisory Panel for the U.S. National Endowment for the Arts. She also worked for New 
York State Council on the Arts and Missouri Arts Council. Xu has been a research fellow 
at Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse, Syracuse University since 2011, and is 
currently on the Executive Committee for the Association of Chinese Artists in Ameri-
can Academia

 


